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Article Review-How the Violent Mentally Ill can buy Guns
The main theme of the article “How the Violent Mentally Ill can buy Guns” is that mentally ill people should not be granted access or allowed to purchase guns. Using the case of Janet Hume and her son Gerald Hume who was schizophrenic, the author explains the impacts of having guns on the wrong hands. The wrong hands, in this case, refer to people with mental illness.
This article is important because it explains the weaknesses in the law enforcement and unwillingness of the political system to find a long-lasting solution to gun problems in Oklahoma and the rest of the United States. The article narrates the incident of Janet Hume and how her schizophrenic son managed to buy guns in the street and shot her with it. The author of the article, Christensen, blames the system failure and lack of political free will in Oklahoma that has contributed to these problems. Even though the federal government does not allow anyone with mental illness background to have access to guns, but as the article explains, the system allows loopholes that people that have been adjudicated with mental defective can have access to guns like anyone else in the market. Lack of political goodwill has also been blamed for the gun control menace explained in this article. Christensen uses an example from the 2012 study that required the states to submit mental health records to the NICS, in which most states provided few records. For example, Oklahoma provided only three records of mental health records.
The target audience of this article is mainly the government; both local and federal which have failed to control the problem by providing a proper and effective legal framework to vet everyone who wishes to purchase a gun. The article has provided the case story of Gerald Hume who killed his own mother with a gun that he purchased in the street because he simply passed the background checks which are not comprehensively carried out.
The article relates to the active shooting incidences that have recently occurred in the United States in the past recent months. For example, the shooting Elkmont, Alabama where a 14-year old boy confessed for having shot five people in his family and western Texas shooting which claimed the life of 22 people in El Paso as well as Dayton, Ohio (Keneally, 2019). The list can go on and on without an end if one examines all the active shootings that have happened in other parts of the United States. However, this article states that there are other barriers that inhibit effective vetting of gun sellers and buyers. For example, lack of communication between the state agencies and lack of laws in some states that mandates reporting of mental health records to the Federal government to enhance the vetting process (Christensen, 2013). Therefore, there is a need to enhance communication between the state and federal agencies to facilitate smooth vetting process.
The main idea that I have learned from this article is that ending gun violence cases in the United States require tighter and stringent measures and conditions to ensure that those purchasing guns are not exposed to danger as well as do not expose others to danger. Since the federal government has the responsibility to carry out the vetting people who want to buy guns, it is important to ensure that people like Gerald Hume do not access guns. This article can be used by the policymakers like legislatures when enacting laws regarding gun ownership both at the local, state and federal levels. It is always good to have factual data before making a crucial decision that involves the lives of all Americans.
Discussion questions 
The first question that I would ask from this topic is: How does political goodwill affect gun control mechanism in the United States? 
The second question that I would ask regarding this topic is: What strategies should the government undertake to ensure that mentally ill people like Gerald Hume do not access guns? 
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